[bookmark: _heading=h.n7dz1lk7xtht]









       



St. Andrew’s
 Messenger
St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church “growing in passion for God, showing compassion to all”
Our Mission: “To make disciples of Jesus Christ, who are growing in passion for God and showing compassion to all, by sharing God’s REPAIRing Love.”
Our Vision: making disciples through:
Radical hospitality
Extravagant generosity
Passionate worship
Authentic witness
Intentional faith development
Risk taking mission

Pastor:  Andrew Burd-Harris
570-682-3508 (Office)
570-854-9940 (Cell)
e-mail: aburd-harris@susumc.org

Office Hours and Information:
Secretary – Karen Koppenhaver
Tuesday and Thursday: 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Phone – 570-682-3508
office@standrewsvalleyview.org 

Newsletter Articles:
E-mail to the address below:
office@standrewsvalleyview.org

Prayer Chain Contact:
Carole Hepler – 570-682-3301
chelper@comcast.net

St. Andrew’s Web site: www.standrewsvalleyview.org
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   One of the more embarrassing experiences I had in my home church was when the leaders of the youth group invited me to come to a meeting. At the meeting, I discovered I was significantly younger than the other participants. I think I was in middle school and they were in high school. The “cool” kids in the church. None of my friends or peers attended the meeting.
   The meeting went well up until the end. A leader asked me to pray to close the group’s time together. I froze like the time my dog Jacob froze when I caught him on the dinner table. The leader wanted me to pray for the group. I had never prayed publicly before to close a meeting. I am not sure I ever prayed spontaneously publicly before, let alone in front of the “cool” kids. What should I say, let alone pray? Nothing came to mind. So, I refused to pray. 
   While I had been active at my home church my whole life, I only recall ever being taught to pray the Lord’s Prayer. Every Sunday, my second-grade Sunday School teacher had us recite it. I didn’t think to close the meeting with the prayer. It was not until years later, when I was pastoring a church, that a church council used it to close every meeting that I realized it was an option.
   We each have unique experiences in church, but based on my experience as a pastor for almost twenty years, many people were not taught how to pray. Now, I have heard some protest the idea that prayer can be taught. They will contend that prayer comes through the Holy Spirit. In my experience, there are a multitude of ways to pray. It helps to learn different expressions of prayer. Learning different ways to pray does not undermine the power of the Spirit. New ways offer new opportunities to open ourselves up to the Holy Spirit.  Learning helps us pray well in various contexts.
  Private prayer differs from public prayer. Praying during a worship service differs from praying with a small group. What feels appropriate in one context will feel different in another.
    

Continued on next page
   This September and October, my sermons will focus on prayer. The inspiration for these sermons comes from Tyler Staton’s Praying Like Monks: Living Like Fools. I hope this sermon series spurs us to rely more on prayer. Hopefully expand the ways we think about prayer and how we pray.
   As individuals and as a church, we face challenges. The temptation for all of us is to rely on our own strength and resources to deal with those challenges. As followers of Jesus, we don’t have to rely on ourselves. We will probably get worse outcomes if we do.
   Prayer orients us towards God. With prayer, we surrender our challenges. Grow in our faith and trust in God. Praying opens our eyes to how God makes a way through the obstacles ahead.
  Please join us in worship this fall as we turn to God in prayer and seek God’s next faithful step for our lives and for St. Andrew’s.
~Pastor Andrew
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  The Valley Lighthouse is a non-profit sharing center with the mission of providing services of need to Northern Dauphin and surrounding communities. Anyone can arrive during business hours of Monday through Thursday,10:00am - 3:00pm to shop in their store of donated household goods, clothing, furniture, tools, and shelf stable groceries, no questions or qualifications needed. 
   The center was a vision started in 2019 by Executive Director Stephen Sands as an outreach of clothing, furniture and home goods. Due to the pandemic, they quickly partnered with area food banks and other nonprofits to distribute food to those in need.      Currently the Lighthouse is a regular recipient of fresh donations including produce, fresh meats, packaged juices and snacks. The store is run by Steve and the general manager Stacey Rudisill. They have a few part-time time workers, but rely greatly on volunteers.                                                                               
   They host regular Bingo Nights and Popup Food Giveaways announced via their Facebook page (valleylighthouse.org). Both are greatly attended. A recent pop up of baby back ribs produced a line of people out the door and across the parking lot. Additionally, they work with the PA Skip Program distributing snacks/drinks to five area school districts, Tri-Valley being one of them.
   Christmas for the children is another outreach for families to assure children experience the joy of Christmas. They are always in need of volunteers to sort and shelf products, courier to shut-ins, respond to emergency requests, and to assist with running Bingo and Popup Food Events. 
   Could you prayerfully consider helping with this outreach? It’s seeing God’s hands at work from those donating to those receiving. A story was shared of having a truckload of apples, networked into jarred applesauce by an Amish family volunteering, to stocked on their pantry shelves.
  We would like to have a group from St. Andrew’s volunteer for a Saturday Pop Up or Bingo for the fall.  A signup sheet will be in the Fellowship Hall for those interested. Dates and times would be determined at a later date.  Watch bulletins for more info. If you have any questions, please see Stacy Miller.
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Red Cross Blood Drive
Stats 7/28/26:
Goal 31 units
   *********
*44 heroes registered to give. 
*46 units of lifesaving blood were collected. 
*4 First Time Donors.
*6 Power Red Units Collected.  
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  AMPED will begin a new year on Sunday, September 13, 2026!  We’re excited about                                                                                          getting back into meeting on a regular basis each Sunday and sharing our faith with our children.
   We’ll begin this year with a new study of Psalm 23, using the book “SAMMY AND HIS SHEPHERD”, written by Susan Hunt.  This book teaches not only the 23rd Psalm, but reveals Jesus as our Shepherd to our children as well.  
   Our goal will be to have the children memorize Psalm 23 and understand how our Shepherd, Jesus, takes care of us, just like a shepherd taking care of their sheep.
In order for teachers and helpers to miss as few of our Sunday worship services as possible, we are looking for 3 additional helpers for Amped.  Helpers will provide the 2nd person required by our Safe Sanctuary guidelines.  No lesson preparation is required!  If you are interested in helping with Amped, please contact Mary Ellen Klebe for more information.  
   We appreciate all our teachers and helpers who are willing to give their time and energy to share their faith and inspire our children to grow their faith.  Please consider being a part of this team!
Mary Ellen Klebe, Amped Coordinator
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St. Andrew’s has decided after much prayer and discussion, we will not hold the Apple Festival this year.  Due to the availability and cost of apples, along with not having enough help, it will be postponed for 2026.  Keep in prayer for 2027.  God may just have a new outreach waiting for us!




It’s time for another fall football season and [image: ]5th Quarter! We offer a safe space for fellowship as well as free pizza, snacks and drinks following the football game until 11:00pm. All Jr. Driver License holders are asked to leave by 10:45pm. This is open to all students in 6th – 12th grade.
See Steve Reitz or sign up on the sheet in the Fellowship Hall to donate snacks, drinks, or your time. 
Regular home games are on the following dates:
[bookmark: _Hlk237516344]September 11
October 2 / October 9 / October 23
(any additional home playoff games will be announced later)

Dear Friends,[image: thanks_10371]
On behalf of the entire team at Servants to All, thank you for your generous donation to My Father’s House in support of those most in need in our community. Your kindness is already making a significant difference in the lives of the individuals and families we serve. The compassion and generosity shown by your congregation bring hope, dignity, and comfort during times of great hardship.
We are truly blessed to have such a caring and supportive community walking alongside us. Your unwavering commitment to helping those in need inspires our work every day. Please know that your donation is deeply appreciated by everyone at Servants to All. Because of you, many who are struggling will experience care and reassurance that they are not alone.
With heartfelt gratitude, 
Jeanette Triano Sinn
Executive Director



Nursing Home – Group Home
Assisted Living – Rehab (family)

Randy Snyder
Vanessa Weaver

Schuylkill Manor
1000 Schuylkill Manor Road
Pottsville PA  17901
Tillie Wolfgang

Edenbrook Greenwood Hill
420 Pulaski Drive
Pottsville, PA  17901
Gail Bowman

Providence Place, Pine Grove
24 Hikes Hollow Road
Pine Grove, PA 17963
Marilyn Herb, Doris Lettich, Dolores Stutzman, Marlene Updegrave
Larry Wetzel

Cedar Haven Healthcare Center
590 S. 5th Avenue
Lebanon, PA 17042
Sandy Bordlemay

Capital Rehabilitation
4000 Linglestown Road 
Harrisburg, PA 17112
Denise Schlegel















[image: ]Chaplain Glenn R. Scheib
95-957 Wikao Street
Mililani, HI 96789

Rev. David Wagner
7517 S. 950 W-92
North Manchester, IN 46962
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	3
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	6

	 7
Watch bulletins for Men’s Chorus & Chancel Choir
	 8
6:30pm – Trustees
7:30pm – Ad Board
	9

	10

10:00am – Sr. Citizens

	 11

5th Quarter





	 12








	13






	14




	15

6:00pm – UWF Joint meeting @ St. John’s UMC



	16





	17


	18






	19
Fellowship Hall Rental






	 20






	21





	22





	23





	24
10:00am – Sr. Citizens




	25






	 26





	27





	28

	29

	30
	Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!            2 Corinthians 5:17


 NOTES:  	                                                            [image: ]                                        
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St. Andrew’s U.M. Church
PO Box 221					    
Valley View, PA  17983									    
 *Address Service Requested
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SUNDAY WORSHIP —9:00 am SUNDAY SCHOOL - 10:30 am
OFFICE HOURS — Tuesday & Thursday — 10:00 am —12:00 pm
BULLETIN DEADLINE — Thursday —9:00 am

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE - Third Friday of Month
* Watch bulletin for changes/information
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